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A STUDY ON ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES OF FIRST-YEAR COLLEGE STUDENTS.
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The purposes of this study were (1) to study the English reading comprehension strategies of first-
year college students and (2) to compare the English reading comprehension strategies between first-year
college students at high and low levels of English reading comprehension (3) to compare the English reading
comprehension strategies between male and female first-year college students at high levels of English
reading comprehension and (4) to compare the English reading comprehension strategies between male
and female first-year college students at low levels of English reading comprehension. The sample of the
study was one-hundred and seven first-year college students who enrolled in ENGLISH COURSE 2 at
Thammasat University (Lampang Campus). The instrument used in this study was a questionnaire of English
reading comprehension strategies. The questionnaire was constructed by the researcher. Its content validity
had been approved by three specialists and tried out once with the first year college students who were not
the samples. The data were analyzed by the SPSS programme using arithmetic mean, standard deviation and
t-test.

The results of the study were as follows :

1. First-year college students used the compensatory reading strategy more frequently than any
other strategies and the cognitive reading strategy was the least frequently used strategy. The results also
demonstrated that, for male and female first-year college students at high and low levels of English reading
comprehension, the compensatory reading strategy was the most frequently used strategy while the use of
cognitive reading strategy was reported as the least frequently used one.

2. First-year college students at high and low levels of English reading comprehension significantly
differed in their use of cognitive, metacognitive and compensatory reading strategy at the .05 level.

3. Male and female first-year college students significantly differed in their use of cognitive,
metacognitive and compensatory reading strategy at the .05 level.

4. Male and female first-year college students at the high level of English reading comprehension
significantly differed in their use of cognitive, metacognitive and compensatory reading strategy at the .05
level.

5. Male and female first-year college students at the low level of English reading comprehension significantly

differed in their use of cognitive, metacognitive and compensatory reading strategy at the .05 level.



