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ABSTRACT

This dissertation is design to investigate how the economic and social
landscape changing of the Esan peasants in the past 5-6 decades, especially the
agricultural landscape changing from rice and other crops such as hemp and cassava
plantation etc. into Para rubber has affected the economic, way of life and social
relationships changes of the peasants in the villages, including the relationship with
the people of other groups. The researcher wants to dispute with the image of the
peasant society from Edward C. Banfield’s study that proposed the concept of a
“culture of poverty” and the works of James C. Scott, who proposed the concept of
“moral economy” to understand the peasant societies. Since their guidelines for the
study of peasant societies have influenced to creation of the explanation series on the

peasants in Thailand.

But, according to the study by means of anthropology field study, the
researcher have found that the peasant society in Bueng Kan has begun to adapt into
commercial production at the beginning of the 2510 (B.E.) decade with the state
powers expansion into the villages in the cold war era. But once into the mid 2530
(B.E.) decade, it was found that peasants have migrated from the villages to be labors

in the cities. Moreover, some peasant households began to modify the format and
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(@)

method of production of rice and other crops to rubber producing for commercials.
This has resulted in rapid change in the economic system and social relationships of
the peasants under the capitalism target production which brought about a clear class
crack within peasant societies through the capital accumulation by expanding both
within and outside the village agriculture areas occupying, capital expansion to new
career outside the agricultural sector and urban consumption patterns. At the same
time, it was found that social relationships within the peasants have changed, in
particular, the patron-client relationship which often was explained by the social
restrictions or risk of peasants under the production for life. It was because of the
current peasant societies has gone beyond from a culture and way of life of production
for life for a long times, then clearly bring into the peasants as agricultural

entrepreneurs under capitalism.

Keywords: Peasant society, change, rubber, Bueng kan,
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